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In March the stormtrack favored the southwestern U.S., from southern California to 
northern New Mexico and southern Colorado. Stations in this region all recorded 
above normal snowfall: Mammoth Mountain, 180%; Aspen, 154%; Vail, 160%; and Taos, 
130%. Farther north, snowfall was slightly below normal: Alpine Meadows, 832; 
Alta, 98%; and Berthoud Pass, 98%. And farther north still, snowfall was much 
below normal: ~Jackson Hole, 35%; Bridger Bowl, 48%; Sun Valley, 57%; Crystal 
Mountain, 19%; and Mt. Rainier-Paradise, Stevens Pass, Mt. Baker, all 34%. It has 
indeed been a mostly dry winter in the Cascades of Oregon and Washington, and the 
winter's avalanche totals from this region are down markedly. For December through 
March, the heaviest and lightest total snowfalls at Westwide Avalanche Network sites 
both come from Alaska. Alyeska received 501 inches during this period, and 
Eaglecrest, a mere 75.5 inches. 


From February 26 - March 7, a major snowstorm raged in the southern and central 
Colorado mountains. Elkton received 116 inches of snow during this 10-day storm, 
certainly a record for Colorado in recent years. Avalanche wernings were raised 
during this storm, and two accidents did occur: an unoccupied cabin was damaged by 
a masSive avalanche at Gothic, and car was struck on Wolf Creek Pass but with no 
Injury . 


Around the West, there were no major avalanche accidents for the month. The winter's 


avalanche statistics through March are tabulated below: 


Total Avalanches Reported Damage Summary ~- This Winter 
en This This People Vehicles Avalanche Damaged 
Month Winter Cc B I K 3 D Bldes Lifts Misc. 
Central and So. eee : 
Rockies 747 2273 34 13 3 4 6 Dore s 1 10 Z 
Intermountain 448 2482 42 13 3 0 0 0) 0 0 — 0 
West Coast 842 4736 4l 21 3 8 12 3 4 2 0 
All Areas 203794911 47 dB Se 2 2 
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